
 

FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SERVICE OF DIVINE WORSHIP 

World Communion Sunday 
October 1, 2023 

Worship Online at 11:00am Sunday Mornings 
www.farmingtonpres.org 
Click "Worship Together" 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION
 

Holy God, your steadfast love rushes for us as reliably as water 
flows to the lowest point. You fill our lives to the brim and 
overflowing with your grace.  As we hear again the interactions of 
people with Jesus, may we learn to live and interact as he did. Bring 
the tributaries of our lives together as a people to live as a river of 
righteousness powerfully flowing with justice and peace. Through 
us, renew your earth and restore your people. Amen.  

WELCOME 

PRELUDE     “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”                  S. Temple 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Our global community is fragmented by anger and hate; our local 
communities are splintered by bias and indifference. 
The Lord is bringing about a new community of justice and 
righteousness.  
People will come from east and west, from north and south, and 
will sit together at the Lord’s Table in the Kingdom of God. Come, 
let us be united in the Lord. 
The Lord heals our wounds and builds bridges of help and 
hope for all people. 
Come, let us be bread blessed by the Lord.  
Let us be broken and shared, offering a feast of mercy and 
goodness to the world. 
Come, if you are thirsty, to be rejuvenated and satisfied. 
Let us be poured out, quenching the thirst of this world for 
peace and love.  

http://www.farmingtonpres.org/


*HYMN OF PRAISE – No. 81     “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken” 
Glorious thing of thee are spoken, Zion, city of our God. God, 
whose word cannot be broken, formed thee for a blest abode. 
On the rock of ages founded, what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, thou may’st smile at all thy 
foes. 

Round each habitation hovering, see the cloud and fire 
appear for a glory and a covering, showing that the Lord is 
near. Thus deriving from their banner light by night and 
shade by day, safe they feed upon the manna which God give 
them when they pray. 

See, the streams of living waters, springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters and all fear of want 
remove. Who can faint while such a river ever flows, their 
thirst assuage? Grace so like the Lord the giver, never fails 
from age to age.  

(Please be seated.) 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, in Jesus, our risen Lord, we have seen your 
glory. Yet our sinfulness often blocks out the light of Christ. 
We are quick to accuse and slow to confess. We find faults 
easily in others while ignoring our own shortcomings. We 
have squandered your gifts. We have turned from your ways. 
We have ignored your Word. Have mercy on us, 
compassionate God. Pour out your Holy Spirit on our sinful 
lives. Wash us with your love and cleanse us with your grace 
that day by day we might see more clearly the people you 
would have us be. 

KYRIE            Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*GLORIA PATRI – NO. 581  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. Amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 



I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

THROUGH CHILDREN’S EYES                                                        Shelley Wann   
All children are invited to come to the Chancel steps. 

Afterward, young children may remain or proceed to the nursery. 
Worship bags are available beside the entrance to the Sanctuary.                                         

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST READING     Revelation 7:9-10, 15-17 
After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that 
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They 
were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their 
hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: Salvation belongs to our 
God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb. Therefore, they are 
before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his 
temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his 
presence. Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. 
The sun will not beat down on them, nor any scorching heat. For 
the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will 
lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes. 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

SECOND READING                                John 4:5-30, 39-42 
So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of 
ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, 
and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It 
was about noon. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 
Jesus said to her, Will you give me a drink? The Samaritan woman 



said to him, You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can 
you ask me for a drink? Jesus answered her, If you knew the gift of 
God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked 
him and he would have given you living water. Sir, the woman said, 
you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you 
get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and 
his livestock? Jesus answered, Everyone who drinks this water will 
be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life. The woman said to him, 
Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 
coming here to draw water. He told her, Go, call your husband and 
come back. I have no husband, she replied. Jesus said to her, You 
are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have 
had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. 
What you have just said is quite true. Sir, the woman said, I can see 
that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must 
worship is in Jerusalem. Woman, Jesus replied, believe me, a time is 
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the 
Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for 
they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is spirit, and 
his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth. The woman 
said, I know that Messiah is coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us. Then Jesus declared, I, the one speaking 
to you—I am he. Just then his disciples returned and were 
surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, 
What do you want? or Why are you talking with her? Then, leaving 
her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the 
people, Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could 
this be the Messiah? They came out of the town and made their 
way toward him.  

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

RESPONSE NO. 587     “Alleluia!” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

SERMON     “The Dangers of Stagnant Water” Rev. Rebecca Luter 



RESPOND TO GOD 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Please remember those on our prayer list. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM     “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”      Cherwein            
 Jackie Hall, flute 

All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread. Come from 
wilderness and wandering. Here, in truth we will be fed. You that 
yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food. Taste and see 
the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good. All who hunger, 
never strangers, seeker, be a welcome guest. Come from 
restlessness and roaming.  Here, in joy, we deep the feast. We that 
once were lost and scattered in communion’s love have stood. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good. All 
who hunger, sing to together; Jesus Christ is living bread. Come 
from loneliness and longing.  Here in peace, we have been led. 
Blest are those who from this table live their days in gratitude. 
Come and see the grace eternal.  Taste and see that God is good.  

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise him all creatures here below. 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Holy God, bless these gifts and our lives for your good use. 
Use them, and us, to further Christ’s mission and ministry in 
a hurting world. Feed the hungry, clothe and shelter those 
struggling to survive, bring justice, and satisfy thirsts so that 
all of creation might live into your vision of beloved 
community. Amen. 

THE INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise… 



SUNG RESPONSES – No. 552, 553, & 554 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

RECEIVING THE BREAD AND THE CUP 

THE PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 

*HYMN - No. 494                                                                      Verses 1, 2, and 3 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 

Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, thou found of life, thou light 
of all, from the best bliss that earth imparts we turn, unfilled, 
to heed thy call. 

Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood; thou savest those that 
on thee call; to them that seek thee thou art good, to them 
that find thee, all in all. 

We taste thee, O thou living bread, and long to feast upon 
thee still; we drink of thee, the fountainhead, and thirst our 
souls from thee to fill.                                                               

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

*SENDING FORTH HYMN - No. 726                                          Verses 1 and 2 
“Will You Come and Follow Me” 

“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? Will 
you go where you don’t know and never be the same? Will 
you let my love be shown; will you let my name be known; 
will your let my life be grown in you and you in me?" 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.  
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. In your 
company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. Thus I’ll 
move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

*POSTLUDE     “Holy Manna”                       Columbian Harmony, 1825    

*Stand as able.    Bold Type – congregation in unison 

Reprinted with permission under One License #731533-A and CCLI 
#1162543-A. All rights reserved. 

 



Participating in the service today: 
Rev. Rebecca Luter, Pastor 

Doug Barr, Director of Christian Education 
Jim Thrash, Director of Music 

Tom Bryant, Accompanist 
Susan Bryant, Liturgist 

Shelley Wann, Children’s Moment 
Jack Ingram and Roland Mittag, Ushers 

Susan Bryant, John Hazen, Roland Mittag, Nadine Oest,  
Jerry Renfrow, Communion Servers 

Charlotte Moots, Acolyte 
Chancel Choir 

Jackie Hall, flute 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Welcome IN THE NAME OF JESUS, THE CHRIST  

We hope that you will sense the presence of the Holy Spirit in this place and 
find here a place that feels like home. We are grateful for the visitors and 
friends of the Farmington family who add to our community each week.  

Need more information? Want to sign up for something? Looking for 
the livestream of worship? Go to our website: www.farmingtonpres.org 

Need to give us information? Want to ask a question? Looking for 
assistance with signing up? Email us at: church@farmingtonpres.org 

How do I join the church? Members are received by Profession of Faith, 
Reaffirmation of Faith, and Transfer of Membership from another 
congregation. If you are interested in joining, please let Rev. Rebecca know or 
email church@farmingtonpres.org. We look forward to officially welcoming 
you into the Farmington Presbyterian Church family!  

Prayer Concerns and Pastoral Care You are encouraged to complete a 
Prayer Concern card in the pew rack to add someone to the church’s prayer 
list. Copies of the complete list are available in the folder under the Prayer 
Board in the office. You may reach Rev. Rebecca Luter at (901)674-8000 or 
rluter@farmingtonpres.org.  
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Happenings AT FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN 

This Sunday 
Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by MaryShelley Ritchey 
in celebration of Jack & Cole's 16th birthday. Love, Mom. 

Potluck Sunday today, October 1st, in the Fellowship Hall immediately 
following worship. There is always a gracious plenty. 

Youth Fellowship today, October 1st. We will meet at Johnson Road Park to 
play Disc Golf from 2-4pm. 

This Week 

Slave Haven Underground Railroad Museum On Thursday, October 5th, 
take a docent-led tour of this remarkable home with Presbyterian ties. The 
cost of the tour is $11. Lunch is on your own, following the tour, at The 
Arcade Restaurant. We will gather at FPC in the Youth Room at 10am and 
travel together by bus. RSVP to Bonnie Blair or church@farmingtonpres.org 
on or before September 28th to take advantage of this unique opportunity. 

Next Sunday  

Children’s Sunday School 10-10:45am will explore the story of Deborah in 
classroom A6.  

Youth Sunday School will continue our walk through the Bible, placing 
ourselves IN the stories to see what God is revealing and then expressing new 
insight through art. 10-10:45am in the Youth Room. 

Adult Sunday School Classes Cooper Patterson will be leading a study of 
the book of Romans for men in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30-10:30am. Rev. 
Rebecca Luter’s class will meet again at 10am on October 22nd.  

No Youth Fellowship next Sunday, October 8th. Happy Fall Break! 

Announcements 

Fall Yard Work Day is October 21st beginning at 9am. All are encouraged 
to come to the church to rake leaves and clean up the parking lot for Trunk-
R-Treat on October 29th. Bring your rakes, gloves, leaf blower, 5 gallon 
buckets and joy! If you can't make it by 9am, come anytime before noon. We 
will begin wrapping up then. Contact Bob Plotner or Cooper Patterson to 
volunteer. Rain Date - October 28th, same time, same project! 

Trunk-R-Treat is October 29th from 4pm-6pm. Please sign up on our 
website to host a trunk. If you need help with ideas or a game or candy to 
hand out, please let Doug know. Your participation is fun for the kids, and 
you will have a great time too! 

Food Pantry Collection Farmington is collecting food pantry items for the 
Oakland Presbyterian Church Food Pantry. Canned meats, vegetables, pasta 
sauce, peanut butter, etc. can be dropped off in the basket by the West 
entrance of the church.  
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Fellowship Coffee Sign up to host Fellowship Coffee on our website to 
provide refreshments following worship, www.farmingtonpres.org Please 
keep it simple-something sweet and something salty. 

Flower Calendar Giving flowers for worship is a way to remember those we 
love and celebrate significant moments in our lives. You may sign up on our 
website under “Sign-ups.” 

Bulletin Mailing List While we were all worshiping online, we sent a 
bulletin weekly to every household. If you are returning to worship in the 
Sanctuary and would like to be removed from the weekly mailing or if you are 
worshiping online and would like to be added to the weekly mailing, please 
email us at church@farmingtonpres.org and let us know. 

Communications from the Church If you do not get the Happenings email 
each week and would like to, please email and let us know. We also send text 
reminders about upcoming Farmington events. You can get those by texting 
“@farmfam” to “81010.”  

Gathered to Worship…Sent to Serve In response to God’s blessings and to 
support what God is doing through the Farmington family, you can make 
your offering through the website, using a checking account, or mail your 
offering to Farmington Presbyterian Church, 8245 Farmington Boulevard, 
Germantown, TN 38139. 

This week at Farmington…work on the parking lot began with removal of 
tree roots under the pavement in the West lot and repair of an area on the 
driveway entrance. We hope to complete sealing and re-striping this week.  

Remember in Prayer…Our Farmington Family, Session and Staff; Cole 
Andrews, Jackie Baker, David Blakemore, Betty Boyd, Cathy Burch, Rev. 
Margaret Burnett, Kitty Cannon, Jeanne Carr, Ralph Carr, Judith Cassidy, 
Mary Lou Collins, Laurie Fisher, Skip Flannery, Charlotte Franklin, Bill 
Harrington, Martha Hart, Vanessa Howard, Gary Hutchins, Anthony Jones, 
Bill Knight, Dawn McKenzie, Faye McKenzie, Sara Millar, Susan Odom, 
Nancy & Dennis Palmer, Larry Pickler, Bob and Sarah Pointer, Bill Renfrow, 
Jack Scherer, JoAnne Simpkins, Patti Simpkins, Williams Stevens, Margaret 
Ueleke, Kathy VanderEcken, Jim Waller, Kasi Wann, Frank Whited, Faye 
Woods, and from our Presbytery: First Presbyterian Church, Savannah, TN. 

Sympathies… to the family and friends of Jessica Gross, niece of Elouise 
Anderson. 

 

FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
8245 Farmington Blvd. 

Germantown, TN 38139 
901-754-2794   www.farmingtonpres.org 
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