
 
 

FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SERVICE OF DIVINE WORSHIP 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
August 13, 2023 

Worship Online at 11:00am Sunday Mornings 
www.farmingtonpres.org 
Click "Worship Together" 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION
 

Give me a pure heart that I may see Thee, a humble heart that I 
may hear Thee, a heart of love that I may serve Thee. A heart of 
faith that I may abide in Thee. Amen. 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE     “Prélude” from The Prodigal Son    Debussy 

*CALL TO WORSHIP        
God is our strength and salvation  
Therefore, we will sing with great joy! 
This is the day that the Lord has made 
Let us be glad and rejoice in it!   
Come, let us worship the Lord!  

*HYMN OF PRAISE – No. 53     “O God, Who Gives Us Life” 
O God who give us life and breath, who shapes us in the 
womb, who guards our lives from birth to death, then leads us 
from the tomb: deliver us from fears that kill the life we have 
from you. Help us to know your Spirit still is making all 
things new. 

O God, who calls your people out to venture and to dare, to 
plumb the bleak abyss of doubt and find you even there: 
when we despair in wandering through wastes of empty lies, 
refresh us with the living spring of hope that never dies. 

O God of covenant and law, revealed in cloud and flame, your 
mighty deeds evoke our awe; we dare not speak your name. 
Yet we by faith are drawn to you and will your people prove, 
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as on our hearts you write anew the covenant of love.  

 (Please be seated.) 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord, though you should guide us, we inform ourselves; 
though you should rule us, we control ourselves; though you 
should fulfill us, we console ourselves. We think your truth 
too high, your will too hard, your power too remote, your love 
too free. But they are not! And without them, we are of all 
people most miserable. Now heal our confused minds with 
your word, heal our divided wills with your law, heal our 
troubled consciences with your love, heal our anxious hearts 
with your presence, all for the sake of your Son, who loved us 
and gave himself for us. 

KYRIE            Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*GLORIA PATRI – NO. 581  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. Amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

THROUGH CHILDREN’S EYES                                            Elizabeth Luter 
All children are invited to come to the Chancel steps. 

Afterward, young children may remain or proceed to the nursery. 
Worship bags are available beside the entrance to the Sanctuary. 



PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST READING          Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of 
Canaan. This is the account of Jacob’s family line. Joseph, a young 
man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the 
sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he 
brought their father a bad report about them. Now Israel loved 
Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born 
to him in his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. When 
his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, 
they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. Now his 
brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near Shechem, and 
Israel said to Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are grazing the 
flocks near Shechem. Come, I am going to send you to them.” 
“Very well,” he replied. So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well 
with your brothers and with the flocks, and bring word back to 
me.” Then he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron. When 
Joseph arrived at Shechem, a man found him wandering around in 
the fields and asked him, “What are you looking for?” He replied, 
“I’m looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are 
grazing their flocks?”  “They have moved on from here,” the man 
answered. “I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went 
after his brothers and found them near Dothan. But they saw him 
in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill 
him. “Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. “Come 
now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say 
that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes 
of his dreams.” When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him 
from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he said. “Don’t shed any 
blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t 
lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them and 
take him back to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, 
they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was wearing—
 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was 
empty; there was no water in it. As they sat down to eat their meal, 
they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 
Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and 
they were on their way to take them down to Egypt. Judah said to 
his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up 
his blood? Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our 



hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and 
blood.” His brothers agreed. So when the Midianite merchants 
came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and 
sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took 
him to Egypt. 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

SECOND READING                                Matthew 14:22-33 
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on 
ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After 
he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself 
to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, and the boat was 
already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves 
because the wind was against it. Shortly before dawn Jesus went 
out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him 
walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, 
and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take 
courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, 
“tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” he said. Then 
Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came 
toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, 
beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus 
reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he 
said, “why did you doubt?” And when they climbed into the boat, 
the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped 
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

RESPONSE NO. 587     “Alleluia!” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

SERMON     “Come, Walk on the Water” Tom Sauer 

RESPOND TO GOD 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Please remember those on our prayer list. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 



we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM     “God is Our Refuge”              Pote 

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise him all creatures here below. 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Lord Jesus, you were rich, yet for our sake, you became poor, 
so that through your poverty, we might become rich.  Accept 
this offering as a token of our gratitude for all you have done.  
Amen.   

*HYMN - No. 463   “How Firm a Foundation”             Verses 1, 2, and 5                                             
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your 
faith in God’s excellent Word!  What more can be said than to 
you God hath said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, for I am thy 
God and will still give thee aid; I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, 
and cause thee to stand, upheld by my righteous, omnipotent 
hand. 

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, I will not, I will 
not desert to its foes; that soul, though all hell should 
endeavor to shake, I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.   

*CHARGE AND BLESSING 

*SENDING FORTH HYMN - No. 80     “You Shall Go Out with Joy” 
You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace; the 
mountains and the hills will break forth before you; there’ll be 
shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field will clap, will clap 
their hands. And all the trees of the field will clap their hands; 
the trees of the field will clap their hands; the trees of the field 
will clap their hands while you go out with joy. 

*POSTLUDE     “Trumpet Tune on Psalm 81”                       Martin   

*Stand as able.    Bold Type – congregation in unison 
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Participating in the service today: 
Rev. Rebecca Luter, Pastor 

Tom Sauer, CRE  
Doug Barr, Director of Christian Education 

Jim Thrash, Director of Music 
Tom Bryant, Accompanist 

Rachel Barr, Liturgist 
Elizabeth Luter, Children’s Moment 
Tom and Stephanie Nagel, Ushers 

Hadley Barr, Acolyte 
Chancel Choir 

 
 
 

 
 
Welcome IN THE NAME OF JESUS, THE CHRIST  

We hope that you will sense the presence of the Holy Spirit in this place and 
find here a place that feels like home. We are grateful for the visitors and 
friends of the Farmington family who add to our community each week.  

Need more information? Want to sign up for something? Looking for 
the livestream of worship? Go to our website: www.farmingtonpres.org 

Need to give us information? Want to ask a question? Looking for 
assistance with signing up? Email us at: church@farmingtonpres.org 

How do I join the church? Members are received by Profession of Faith, 
Reaffirmation of Faith, and Transfer of Membership from another 
congregation. If you are interested in joining, please email 
church@farmingtonpres.org. We look forward to officially welcoming you 
into the Farmington Presbyterian Church family!  

Prayer Concerns and Pastoral Care You are encouraged to complete a 
Prayer Concern card in the pew rack to add someone to the church’s prayer 
list. Copies of the complete list are available in the folder under the Prayer 
Board in the office. While Rev. Luter is on Sabbatical, Tom Sauer will be 
serving Farmington Presbyterian as a Commissioned Ruling Elder. He is 
available to visit and provide pastoral care. You may contact him at (901)651-
7133 or GermantownTom@gmail.com.  
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Happenings AT FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN 

Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by Nadine Oest in 
memory of her parents, Alice & Ernest Bertalot. 

Fellowship Coffee immediately following worship today, August 13th is 
hosted by Jinney Hart and Paula Patterson. Sign up to host Fellowship Coffee 
on our website to provide refreshments following worship, 
www.farmingtonpres.org Please keep it simple-something sweet and 
something salty. 

Youth Fellowship will meet today, August 13th from 2-4pm for the East 
End Express Escape Room. Cost is $20 if you come with Farmington. 

Back to School Shopping We are blessed to be a blessing, so as you shop, 
consider picking up extra supplies for the Children in the Inn (children who 
are living in the Family Inn of Room in the Inn as their parents gain stability 
to provide a home for their family). Backpacks, pocket folders with 
prong/brads 2 pocket kind, composition notebooks (wide ruled), loose leaf 
filler paper, Crayola Crayons 24 count, glue sticks, #2 pencils, Kleenex, paper 
towels. Supplies can be dropped off this week. Our last day of collection is 
this Tuesday, August 15th.  

Food Pantry Collection Farmington is collecting food pantry items for the 
Oakland Presbyterian Church Food Pantry. Canned meats, vegetables, pasta 
sauce, peanut butter, etc. can be dropped off in the basket by the West 
entrance of the church.  

MOPS Mothers of Preschoolers, is a new program at Farmington 
Presbyterian intended to give much needed support to mothers of students at 
our day school. MOPS will be offered in the evenings so working moms can 
gather for fun, support, and fellowship throughout the school year. Jennifer 
Paine will lead a 2-hour gathering this Thursday, August 17th from 6-8pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

Children’s Sunday School kicks off with the story of Adam and Eve. 10-
10:45am in classroom A6.  

Youth Sunday School will begin a walk through the Bible, placing ourselves 
IN the stories to see what God is revealing and then expressing new insight 
through art. 10-10:45am in the Youth Room.  

Adult Sunday School Classes Cooper Patterson will be leading a study of 
the book of Romans for men in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30-10:30am. Rev. 
Rebecca Luter’s class will return in September. 

Youth Fellowship Next Sunday, August 20th, parents are invited to join us, 
from 2-4pm, as we celebrate the start of a new year and have a look at the 
schedule ahead. 

First Presbyterian Soup Kitchen It’s time to assemble and make 
sandwiches for the Soup Kitchen and help serve lunch to the community on 
August 27th. We will be assembling bologna and cheese sandwiches at 10am at 
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church. Please let Jinney Hart know if you plan to assemble or bring premade 
sandwiches. You can carpool by meeting at Farmington at 12:30pm or arrive 
at First Presbyterian at 1pm. We are usually finished by 3pm. You may be 
serving soup, filling tea glasses, or handing out sugar packets, but the most 
important thing that you will do is share the love of Christ with your 
hospitality. 

Bulletin Mailing List While we were all worshiping online, we sent a 
bulletin weekly to every household. If you are returning to worship in the 
Sanctuary and would like to be removed from the weekly mailing or if you are 
worshiping online and would like to be added to the weekly mailing, please 
email us at church@farmingtonpres.org and let us know. 

Communications from the Church If you do not get the Happenings email 
each week and would like to, please email and let us know. We also send text 
reminders about upcoming Farmington events. You can get those by texting 
“@farmfam” to “81010.”  

Gathered to Worship…Sent to Serve In response to God’s blessings and to 
support what God is doing through the Farmington family, you can make 
your offering through the website, using a checking account, or mail your 
offering to Farmington Presbyterian Church, 8245 Farmington Boulevard, 
Germantown, TN 38139. 

Rev. Rebecca Luter Our pastor is on Sabbatical for the summer months. 
She will return September 5th, 2023. We pray for rest and renewal as she 
spends time with family and continues her doctoral work. If you are in need 
of a pastor during this time, please contact Tom Sauer, who has been 
commissioned to serve Farmington Presbyterian while Rev. Luter is on leave. 
You may contact him at (901)651-7133 or GermantownTom@gmail.com.  

This week at Farmington…Our Day School began the year with many 
enthusiastic students and staff. We pray for all the students, teachers and 
administration in our community as another school year is back in session. 

Remember in Prayer…Our Farmington Family, Session and Staff; Cole 
Andrews, Jackie Baker, David Blakemore, Betty Boyd, Cathy Burch, Rev. 
Margaret Burnett, Kitty Cannon, Jeanne Carr, Martha Carr, Ralph Carr, Judith 
Cassidy, Mary Lou Collins, Skip Flannery, Charlotte Franklin, Robert Hall, 
Bill Harrington, Martha Hart, Vanessa Howard, Gary Hutchins, Steve 
Johnson, Anthony Jones, Bill Knight, Jim Mabile, Dawn McKenzie, Faye 
McKenzie, Sara Millar, Susan Odom, Nancy & Dennis Palmer, Larry Pickler, 
Bob and Sarah Pointer, Bill Renfrow, Jack Scherer, JoAnne Simpkins, Patti 
Simpkins, Williams Stevens, Susan St. John, Margaret Ueleke, Kathy 
VanderEcken, Jim Waller, Kasi Wann, Frank Whited, Faye Woods, and from 
our Presbytery: Shady Grove Church, Memphis, TN. 
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