
 
 

FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SERVICE OF DIVINE WORSHIP 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 9, 2023 

Worship Online at 11:00am Sunday Mornings 
www.farmingtonpres.org 
Click "Worship Together" 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION
 

Almighty God, you pour out the spirit of grace and supplication on 
all who desire it. Deliver us from cold hearts and wandering 
thoughts, minds that are caught up in the day to day activities of 
life, that with steady minds and burning zeal, we may worship you 
in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

WELCOME 

PRELUDE     Prelude in B-flat Minor                            J.S. Bach 

*CALL TO WORSHIP        
Come to me, Jesus says, all who are weary 
Come to me. 
And you, who carry heavy loads. 
Come to me. 
For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.  
Let us draw near to Jesus, whose yoke is easy and whose 
burden is light. Come, let us worship the Lord! 

*HYMN OF PRAISE – No. 182     “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”      
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; lay 
down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast.” I 
came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad; I found in 
him a resting place, and he has made me glad. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give the living 
water, thirsty one; stoop down and drink and live.” I came to 
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Jesus and I drank of that life-giving stream; my thirst was 
quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light; 
look unto me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be 
bright.” I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my 
sun; and in that light of life I’ll walk till traveling days are 
done. 

 (Please be seated.) 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, we confess that we have longed too much for 
the comforts of this world. We have loved the gifts more than 
the giver. In your mercy, help us to see that all the things we 
pine for are shadows, but you are substance; that they are 
shifting, but you are anchor. We plead your forgiveness on the 
merits of Jesus Christ. Accept his worthiness for our 
unworthiness, his sinlessness for our transgressions, his 
fullness for our emptiness, his glory for our shame, his 
righteousness for our dead works, his death for our life.  

KYRIE            Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*GLORIA PATRI – NO. 581  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. Amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



THROUGH CHILDREN’S EYES                                                           Paula Gale 
All children are invited to come to the Chancel steps. 

Afterward, young children may remain or proceed to the nursery. 
Worship bags are available beside the entrance to the Sanctuary. 

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST READING    Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children 
sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others: “‘We played 
the pipe for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you 
did not mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and 
they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her 
deeds.” At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the 
wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, 
for this is what you were pleased to do. “All things have been 
committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you who 
are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.” 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

SECOND READING       Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has blessed my 
master abundantly, and he has become wealthy. He has given him 
sheep and cattle, silver and gold, male and female servants, and 
camels and donkeys. My master’s wife Sarah has borne him a son in 
her old age, and he has given him everything he owns. And my 
master made me swear an oath, and said, ‘You must not get a wife 
for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I 
live,  but go to my father’s family and to my own clan, and get a 
wife for my son.’ “When I came to the spring today, I said, ‘Lord, 
God of my master Abraham, if you will, please grant success to the 
journey on which I have come. See, I am standing beside this 
spring. If a young woman comes out to draw water and I say to 



her, “Please let me drink a little water from your jar,” and if she says 
to me, “Drink, and I’ll draw water for your camels too,” let her be 
the one the Lord has chosen for my master’s son.’ “Before I 
finished praying in my heart, Rebekah came out, with her jar on her 
shoulder. She went down to the spring and drew water, and I said 
to her, ‘Please give me a drink.’ “She quickly lowered her jar from 
her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels too.’ So I 
drank, and she watered the camels also. “I asked her, ‘Whose 
daughter are you?’ “She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel son of 
Nahor, whom Milkah bore to him.’ “Then I put the ring in her 
nose and the bracelets on her arms, and I bowed down and 
worshiped the Lord. I praised the Lord, the God of my master 
Abraham, who had led me on the right road to get the 
granddaughter of my master’s brother for his son. Now if you will 
show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, 
tell me, so I may know which way to turn.” So they called Rebekah 
and asked her, “Will you go with this man?” “I will go,” she said. 
So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with her 
nurse and Abraham’s servant and his men. And they 
blessed Rebekah and said to her, “Our sister, may you increase to 
thousands upon thousands; may your offspring possess the cities of 
their enemies.” Then Rebekah and her attendants got ready and 
mounted the camels and went back with the man. So the servant 
took Rebekah and left. Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai 
Roi, for he was living in the Negev.  He went out to the field one 
evening to meditate, and as he looked up, he saw camels 
approaching.  Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down 
from her camel and asked the servant, “Who is that man in the 
field coming to meet us?” “He is my master,” the servant answered. 
So she took her veil and covered herself. Then the servant told 
Isaac all he had done. Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother 
Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he 
loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 

This is the Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

RESPONSE NO. 587     “Alleluia!” 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

SERMON     “Nothing Out of the Ordinary” Tom Sauer 

RESPOND TO GOD 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Please remember those on our prayer list. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM     “Daily Prayer”               David Lantz 
Designer of the universe, Maker of my soul; Fashioned in your 
image, I humbly yield control. Conform me to Your perfect will, 
Mold me with Your hand; Shape me in Your likeness, I bend to 
your demand.   Mighty Architect of land and sea, Artist of the sky, 
build in me a servant’s heart: paint me loving until I die.   Amen. 

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise him all creatures here below. 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of new life, out of the abundance of our lives, we offer 
these gifts to you. Through your blessing and our willingness 
to share, may these offerings become a source for hope and 
love in this church family, and in the community beyond us, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

*HYMN - No. 30     “O God in a Mysterious Way”                                                      
O God, in a mysterious way great wonders you perform. You 
plant your footsteps in the sea and ride upon the storm. 

Deep in unfathomable minds of never-failing skill, you 
treasure up your bright designs and work your sovereign will. 

O fearful saints, fresh courage take.  The clouds you so much 
dread are big with mercy and shall break in blessings on your 
head. 

Our unbelief is sure to err and scan your work in vain. You are 
your own interpreter, and you will make it plain. 

*CHARGE AND BLESSING 



*SENDING FORTH HYMN - No. 80     “You Shall Go Out with Joy” 
You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace; the 
mountains and the hills will break forth before you; there’ll be 
shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field will clap, will clap 
their hands. And all the trees of the field will clap their hands; 
the trees of the field will clap their hands; the trees of the field 
will clap their hands while you go out with joy. 

*POSTLUDE     Prelude in C                       J.C. Bach   

*Stand as able.    Bold Type – congregation in unison 

Reprinted with permission under One License #731533-A and CCLI 
#1162543-A. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 
 
 

Participating in the service today: 
Rev. Rebecca Luter, Pastor 

Tom Sauer, CRE  
Doug Barr, Director of Christian Education 

Jim Thrash, Director of Music 
Tom Bryant, Accompanist 

Kay Patterson, Liturgist 
Paula Gale, Children’s Moment 
Mike & Sharaze Colley, Ushers 

Amelia Palmer, Acolyte 
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Welcome IN THE NAME OF JESUS, THE CHRIST  

We hope that you will sense the presence of the Holy Spirit in this place and 
find here a place that feels like home. We are grateful for the visitors and 
friends of the Farmington family who add to our community each week.  

Need more information? Want to sign up for something? Looking for 
the livestream of worship? Go to our website: www.farmingtonpres.org 

Need to give us information? Want to ask a question? Looking for 
assistance with signing up? Email us at: church@farmingtonpres.org 

How do I join the church? Members are received by Profession of Faith, 
Reaffirmation of Faith, and Transfer of Membership from another 
congregation. If you are interested in joining, please email 
church@farmingtonpres.org. We look forward to officially welcoming you 
into the Farmington Presbyterian Church family!  

Prayer Concerns and Pastoral Care You are encouraged to complete a 
Prayer Concern card in the pew rack to add someone to the church’s prayer 
list. Copies of the complete list are available in the folder under the Prayer 
Board in the office. While Rev. Luter is on Sabbatical, Tom Sauer will be 
serving Farmington Presbyterian as a Commissioned Ruling Elder. He is 
available to visit and provide pastoral care. You may contact him at (901)651-
7133 or GermantownTom@gmail.com.  

Happenings AT FARMINGTON PRESBYTERIAN 

Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by Paula Gale in memory 
of Steven Don Gale. 

Summer Break: Adult Sunday School Classes, Children’s Sunday School 
Classes, Youth Sunday School Classes, Fellowship Coffee, and Sunday 
Afternoon Youth Fellowship. 

Take Me Out to the Ballgame Join the Farmington family and friends for a 
night at the ole ballpark for a Redbirds game on July 26th at 7pm. Tickets are 
$25 per person/$100 family maximum. Signup on our website and please pay 
for your tickets in the church office. Doug Barr will be driving a bus, leaving 
the church at 6pm, so reserve your spot if needed. Indoor/outdoor seating, 
A/C, soft drinks, nachos and popcorn! Any questions? Contact Mike 
Schneider at 901-268-2122. 

Flower Calendar Giving flowers for worship is a way to remember those we 
love and celebrate significant moments in our lives. You may sign up on our 
website under “Sign-ups.” 

Bulletin Mailing List While we were all worshiping online, we sent a 
bulletin weekly to every household. If you are returning to worship in the 
Sanctuary and would like to be removed from the weekly mailing or if you are 
worshiping online and would like to be added to the weekly mailing, please 
email us at church@farmingtonpres.org and let us know. 
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Communications from the Church If you do not get the Happenings email 
each week and would like to, please email and let us know. We also send text 
reminders about upcoming Farmington events. You can get those by texting 
“@farmfam” to “81010.”  

Gathered to Worship…Sent to Serve In response to God’s blessings and to 
support what God is doing through the Farmington family, you can make 
your offering through the website, using a checking account, or mail your 
offering to Farmington Presbyterian Church, 8245 Farmington Boulevard, 
Germantown, TN 38139. 

Rev. Rebecca Luter Our pastor is on Sabbatical for the summer months. 
She will return September 5th, 2023. We pray for rest and renewal as she 
spends time with family and continues her doctoral work. If you are in need 
of a pastor during this time, please contact Tom Sauer, who has been 
commissioned to serve Farmington Presbyterian while Rev. Luter is on leave. 
You may contact him at (901)651-7133 or GermantownTom@gmail.com.  

Remember in Prayer…Our Farmington Family, Session and Staff; Jackie 
Baker, David Blakemore, Betty Boyd, Cathy Burch, Rev. Margaret Burnett, 
Kitty Cannon, Jeanne Carr, Martha Carr, Ralph Carr, Judith Cassidy, Mary 
Lou Collins, Skip Flannery, Charlotte Franklin, Bill Harrington, Martha Hart, 
Vanessa Howard, Gary Hutchins, Steve Johnson, Anthony Jones, Bill Knight, 
Jim Mabile, Dawn McKenzie, Sara Millar, Susan Odom, Nancy & Dennis 
Palmer, Larry Pickler, Bob and Sarah Pointer, Shirley Pommer, Bill Renfrow, 
Jack Scherer, JoAnne Simpkins, Patti Simpkins, Williams Stevens, Susan St. 
John, Margaret Ueleke, Kathy VanderEcken, Jim Waller, Kasi Wann, Frank 
Whited, Faye Woods, and from our Presbytery: Church Leaders, Office 
Personnel, and all Support Staff. 

Sympathies… to the family and friends of Tim Lewis, father of Madison 
Lewis, to the family and friends of Craig Warvel, brother of Vesta Andrews, 
and to the family and friends of Barbara Taylor, member of Farmington 
Presbyterian Church. 
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