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Rev. Rebecca Luter 

Deepening our Discipleship 

     For a few minutes on the afternoon of August 21st, many of us had 

the opportunity to pause in wonder.  The moon crossed in front of the 

sun, the sky darkened, the crickets chirped, the air cooled, and people 

across our nation gathered in groups and marveled.  

     I have had conversations with several people who have wistfully 

reflected on the sense of community between strangers, the 

camaraderie and excitement, and the absence of barriers.  For a few 

minutes on the afternoon of August 21st, many of us experienced a 

moment of grace and were filled with gratitude.   

     Over the next five weeks in worship, we will hear stories from the 

Scriptures in which God’s people have placed obstacles in the way of 

living in grace and gratitude.  The prophet Isaiah asks, “Why do you 

spend your money for things that are not bread, and your labor for 

things that don’t satisfy?” Do you feel like you’ve been living on fast food 

joy—going from empty pleasure to expensive hobby to mindless App 

games on your phone?  Do you wonder why your 

work doesn’t bring you a sense of 

accomplishment?  Do you want to be content, but 

happiness eludes you?  Join us for what I have 

been calling O2G2— “Obstacles to Grace and 

Gratitude.”  Together, we will learn how to 

dismantle those barriers that keep us from living 

the lives for which we long.   

September 2017 

Farmington Staff  stand in the doorway to stay out of the rain while observing the Solar Eclipse, August 21st.   



 

Day School News 

FPDS adds “Get Set for School Readiness 

and Writing” to the Preschool Program  

R 
emember how special you felt when you 

first learned how to write your name? 

Writing your name is so important.  On 

Friday, August 18th, the FPDS Lead Preschool 

Teachers attended a professional development 

workshop entitled “Get Set for School Readiness 

and Writing”.  This is an award winning 

curriculum developed by Jan Olsen, an 

occupational therapist.  We are thrilled to have 

the opportunity to add this curriculum to our 

program.   

The presenters at the workshop enlightened the 

teachers on new ways to teach prewriting skills. 

All the teachers are excited about incorporating 

the handwriting curriculum and the fun 

approach to learning.  There are tools to be used 

such as small crayons and small pencils for small 

hands. We will be reading, drawing, singing, 

building, and dancing with the children as we 

embark on our new handwriting adventure.   

Preschoolers learning to write their name well 

makes a statement that a child is building 

confidence and skill.  

By implementing this curriculum, FPDS is 

making a statement that we have enhanced our 

program to meet the needs of our children.  We 

are helping children develop many of their first 

skills such as writing their name. 

W 
elcome Courtney to FPDS!  Courtney 

Erdman is our new Transitional and 

Junior Kindergarten Teacher. 

We are so excited to have Ms. Courtney join our 

staff.   She has earned an Associate of Arts from 

the University of Alabama and has been teaching 

preschool for eight years.  Courtney loves the 

children, and the children are having fun days.  

She will be working on intellectual, social, 

emotional, physical, and spiritual development 

to help each child to prepare for kindergarten 

and to cultivate life skills.  



Parents and 
Students,  

search the horizon 
for our upcoming 

Scholastic Book Fair 

September 25 to 29 

Need Free Legal Advice? 

Volunteer lawyers will provide free assistance on the legal problems troubling you most. 

facebook.com/midtownlegalclinic  

Twitter: @midtownlegal  

or more information,  

contact  idtownlegalclinic@gmail.com  

Sponsored by Memphis Area Legal Services and Idlewild Presbyterian Church. This is not an 

evangelical event. People of all faiths are welcome.  

H 
urricane Harvey struck the Texas coast 

late Friday, bringing lashing rain and sustained 

winds of 130 miles per hour. Even as its force 

has waned, Harvey has brought historic flooding, forcing 

rivers and streams from their banks, submerging homes, 

churches, businesses and roads, stranding thousands of 

people. Your gifts are urgently needed now to support the 

communities devastated by this historic storm and those 

throughout the Gulf region who are still in the path of 

Harvey’s torrential rains.  

You can help by going to www.farmingtonpres.org and 

clicking the “help now” button. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

Hurricane/Tropical Storm Harvey 

facebook.com/midtownlegalclinic
mailto:idtownlegalclinic@gmail.com
http://www.farmingtonpres.org


Christian Education 

 

A 
ll kids want to be Super Kids, 

and they can when they realize 

that God is always with them. 

Because God is with them, they can be 

brave. Because God is with them, they 

can be strong. Because God is with 

them, they can be courageous. Because 

God is with them, they can be wise. 

We want our preschoolers to know that 

when they know God is always with 

them, they can be super! 

 

Y 
ep, the lunch room—an inevitable part 

of growing up, a rite of passage as kids 

learn to navigate the landscape of a 

school cafeteria. While the lunch room can be 

stressful, it can also be a place to discover 

something amazing about friendship—which 

let’s be honest for moment—is something we 

all can work on from time to time. That’s why 

this September we’re headed to the lunchroom 

to discover more about friendship.  

 

Youth  

A 
 3-week series about how to 

understand and navigate the Bible 

and access all the tools it makes 

available to us to live a better life.  

Elementary 

Preschool 



I 
 sent an invitation to all of the Sunday school 
leaders in Christian Education of youth and 
children.  In the subject line I simply said...… 

We need to talk… 

At the meeting I laid out why the curriculum we use is 
so valuable to me and how it impacts the lives of 
children, youth, and families.   

The basic idea is that Sunday morning should prepare 
us for the rest of the week; that church without 
intentionally equipping families to do faith at home, is 
missing a key element to life changing, ministry 
minded, faith.  What happens at home makes a great 
impact on whether or not faith is an important part of 
a child’s life.   

This meeting has changed the whay we in the 
Christian Education Committee will proceed this year.  
We have formed two groups to better serve the needs 
of the Farmington Family.  

Christian Education Committee is now made up of 
parents, college students, and youth so that the ones 
shaping the ministry events and choosing our 
direction are the ones greatly impacted by them.  This 
years committee is: 

Susan Bryant (Chair)  
Doug Barr (Director)  

Shelley Wann 
Roland Mittag 
Camille Young 
Madison Lewis 

Laurinda Ingram 

First CE meeting will be Sunday, September 10 at 9:30 
a.m. 

Until now the Committee has been primarily made up 
of the teachers.  But instead of losing the treasured 
input from these priceless servants, we will be 
meeting with the Christian Educators on a regular 
basis to share vision for the ministry and plan 
celebrations of student milestones.   

This years Educators United are: 

Melanie Oest 
Rachel Barr 

Paula Patterson 
Liv Palmer 

Shelley Wann 
Jamie White 

Jennifer Young 
Vanessa Howard 
Laurinda Ingram 

Elizabeth Williams 

The First EU meeting will be Sunday, October 1st after 
worship. 



Upcoming Events 

I 
n honor of the 500th 

anniversary of the 

Protestant Reformation 

that gave rise to our 

denomination, we will be 

watching the film, Luther, at 

Farmington  Sunday, October 

22 at 4pm.  The film is rated PG-13 for disturbing 

images of violence.  Parental discretion is advised.   

Reformation Movie 

October 22 @ 4pm 

T 
he Farmington Presbyterian Women will kick off the new 
year and Bible Study with a salad luncheon on Saturday, 
September 23 at 11:30 am in the church 

fellowship hall. It will be a time of fellowship 
and we will begin our new Bible study: Cloud of 
Witnesses - The Community of Christ in 
Hebrews with lesson one. Bring your favorite 
salad to share. Beverages and dessert will be 
provided. Sign up sheet will be on the Women’s 
bulletin board or you may call Carolyn 754-
4944.  

Presbyterian Women Bible Study 

September 23 @ 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall 

W 
e are excited to 

welcome a new 

Director of Music to the 

Farmington Family!  Dr. Gabe Statom comes with 

great energy and musical ability, as well as a 

doctorate in Worship Arts.  Gabe would love to 

know if you sing, play an instrument, or like 

music.  In addition to oversight of our choirs and 

music program, Gabe will be leading our newly 

formed Creative Worship Team.  Please welcome 

Gabe and make time  to get to know him.   

New Director of Music 

Gabe Statom 

What’s New? 

New Funeral Pall 

 Y 
ou know what a 

pallbearer is, but do 

you know what a pall 

is?  A pall is the cloth that is 

draped over a casket  or 

cremains box during the 

funeral.   The memorials 

subcommittee has purchased 

a new pall for Farmington Presbyterian.  So we 

now have palls for use over either boxes of 

cremains or caskets.   

At the beginning of the funeral service, the 

pastor says these words derived from Paul’s 

letter to the churches of Galatia, “"In his/her 

baptism ,__________ put on Christ; in the day of 

Christ's coming, he/she shall be clothed with 

glory.”   

The pall is a visual reminder of that clothing in 

glory.  The white color symbolizes the hope of 

resurrection while the cross remind us that 

buried with Christ in baptism, we will be raised 

with him in newness of life.  

The pall, historically, came into use in the church 

to equalize all who die in Christ regardless of the 

expense of their casket.  It also serves to focus 

the congregation on the worship of God and 



Property and Grounds 

7:00 am, Friday, September 8 

Christian Education 

9:30am, Sunday, September 10 

Service Committee 

6 pm, Monday, September 11 

Congregational Care Committee 

5:45 pm, Tuesday, September 12 

School Board 

5:30 pm, Thursday, September 14 

Worship 

12:30 pm, Sunday, September 17 

Session Meeting 

6 pm,  Monday, September 18 

Administration 

6 pm, Monday, September 25 

School has begun!  Peanut butter is a staple 

protein for many young children.  Please bring 

jars of peanut butter for our monthly donation to 

the Fayette food pantry.   Donation bags are 

located in the hallway outside the Sanctuary and 

at each end of the building. 

One of Many 

Feed Fayette Food Pantry 

Committee Meetings 

I 
n addition to the administrative tasks of approving 

updated job descriptions and Personnel Policy, the 

Session approved Christian Education’s requests to 

show the movie Luther and to offer the study “What 

Christians Can Learn from Other Religions.”   

Then we began discussions about our response to Hurricane 

Harvey.  We are coordinating with our Presbytery and 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to provide timely, needed 

help.   

Christian Education Committee has reorganized into two 

groups, forming a “Teachers United” team to meet bi-

monthly and a team to coordinate and plan Christian 

Education efforts beyond Sunday School. 

Session received positive reports from both Day School and 

August meeting of Presbytery. 

T 
he Germantown Festival is just around 

the corner. The event takes place Sept. 9 

& 10.   We need your help in making this 

a successful fundraiser. The funds earned will be 

divided between the mission trip to Mexico and 

youth fund. A sign up sheet for the festival is on 

the bulletin board or on our website. 

Session Report 

Contemplative Retreat 

A time of silence & reflection at 

Pinecrest, September 8, 9:00 a.m. – 

12:30 p.m. $25 and includes lunch.  

Contact Lucy Cummings at 

lucygc@bellsouth.net or 

901.878.1247  to register. 

Germantown Festival 

mailto:lucygc@bellsouth.net


Farmington Presbyterian Church and Day School 

8245 Farmington Blvd. Germantown, TN 38139 

www.Farmingtonpres.org 

Acolyte Schedule 

If your birthday is not listed, please contact the 

church office to be added.  We would like to 

celebrate with you. 

September Birthdays 

Staff Extensions  

Rev. Rebecca Luter, Pastor, Ext. 3134 

Doug Barr, Director of Christian Education, Ext. 3130 

Cyndi Bevington, Administrative Assistant, Ext. 3131 

Polly Knight, Financial Records Keeper, Ext. 3136 

Linda Turner, Managing Director of Day School, Ext. 3138 

Gretchen Burch, Program Director of Day School, Ext. 3132 

Anthony Jones, Maintenance Technician  

Session Members 

Administration – Kirsten King 

Christian Education – Susan Bryant 

Clerk – Melanie Oest 

Congregational Care – Becky Hutchins 

Fellowship – Mary Shelley Ritchey  

Adult Discipleship—Laurinda Ingram 

Property and Grounds – Jerry Hosier 

School Board – Charlie Smithers 

Service – Lance Palmer 

Treasurer—Steve Demaree 

Worship – Sandy Wann 

If you have content for the October edition of New Vision, please email  Doug Barr no later than 

September  25 at Doug@farmingtonpres.org 

September 3 Elizabeth Luter 

September 10 Bailey Wann 

September 17 Kenny Williams 

September 24 Natalie Lively 

October 1 Julia Lively 

3 Paula Patterson 

3 Camille Hempel 

3 Elizabeth Moots 

4 Dr. John Thomas 

5 Hadley Barr 

7  Cydnee Young 

8 Drew Howard 

9 Don Rossman 

10 Melissa Still 

11 Perry Main 

16 Mary Hudson 

18 Rev. Rebecca Luter 

18 Harold Schneider 

18 Joanna Andrews 

20 Grigg Schneider 

21 Mary Elizabeth Ward 

21 Vickie Schneider 

22 Laurinda Ingram 

27  Blanche Hamilton 

30 Tom Bryant 


