
How did you meet Jesus?  Throughout Lent we have heard the 

stories of people who met and followed Jesus of Nazareth.  Peter 

shared his struggles with doubt.  Matthew the tax collector shared 

Jesus’ call for him to leave his life of exploiting others and follow 

him.  The rich young ruler encouraged us to release our grip on our 

earthly blessings and receive God’s invitation to bow down and 

worship.  Two blind men who were healed by Jesus taught us that 

James and John were blind as well when they asked to sit at Jesus’ 

right and left in the Kingdom of God because they couldn’t envision 

how different God’s Kingdom is from the hierarchies of this world. 

April 2nd in worship we meet Thaddaeus, one of the twelve 

disciples sent out to preach that ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’   

Holy Week begins with Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, 

April 9. In services Maundy Thursday and Good Friday we 

remember the story of Jesus’ crucifixion and death.  If you have not 

attending Holy Week services in the past, I encourage you to attend.  

Just as the light of morning is not as bright if we do not observe the 

dark of night, the joy of Easter is not complete without the despair 

of the Garden of Gethsemane and the suffering of the Cross of 

Calvary. Easter Sunday morning you are invited to bring flowers 

from your yard to adorn the cross at the Sunrise Service at 7am.  At 

the 11 o’clock service the cross, adorned in colorful flowers, will 

lead our procession into the Sanctuary as we worship our Risen 

Lord. 
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April 2017 

Rev. Rebecca Luter   

Deepening our Discipleship 

Farmington Day School Families, Scouts, and Congregation members gathered on March 26 to pack 26,605 meals for 

hungry children around the world.  



 

Day School News 

Let the adventure begin..... 

A 
ll Pirates and Princesses and their 

parents are invited to our “Nighttime 

Storytime” and a Parenting Seminar.  

On the evening of April 4th at six o”clock, 

preschoolers will attend an adventure of fun at 

Farmington Presbyterian Day School.  Dressed 

as pirates with a black patch over one eye and 

Princesses with sparkling tiaras, it will be 

difficult to recognize our three, four, and five 

year olds. 

Children may dress up in costume or “come as 

you are” attire.  It will be a night of glitter and 

giggles. Teachers will be reading pirate stories, 

and we may hear them say  “Ye’ll be on yer way 

to talkin’ like a pirate before yer next sunset!” 

We’ll have craft tables with jeweled crowns and 

ribbon necklaces to adorn the young royalty 

and treasure maps to keep the mateys guessing. 

Meanwhile, the parents of the pirates and 

princesses will be our guests at our Parenting 

Seminar.  Dr. Allison Cole–Weatherly, a social 

therapist, will present “Social and Emotional 

Development for Kindergarten.”  Dr. Allison 

was a speaker at our Staff In-Service and 

enlightened everyone on how a form of therapy 

called Social Thinking can improve social 

thought processes.  She is also one of our FPDS 

parents. Her son Parker attends the After Care 

Program. 

We want to guide our parents to the best 

resources available to help develop their 

children in positive ways.  We are honored to 

have Dr. Allison speak for our Parenting 

Seminar.  

For this family night, we will also have a 

representative from Usborne books here with a 

table display. Parents will be able to view the 

latest in award-winning titles and books that 

offer educational excellence.    

Other April News 
You may see live chickens and goats in the 

parking lot for the Kidz Kountry Petting Zoo 

visit—what fun for the kids to ride ponies and a 

train and to pet a hedgehog and a llama! 

Children will learn about the glory of Christ 

with Mr. Doug in chapel.  Mark your calendars 

to attend the Easter Egg Hunt on April 15 at 10 

am. Ms. Natalee, a FPDS Preschool teacher, will 

be sharing the Bible Easter  Story with her three 

year olds.  

April 20th will be our Cop Stop community 

service event.  Children are invited to dress as a 

community helper all day. Policemen and 

Firemen will be here for dinner and to visit with 

church members and school families.  

We end the month on a roll. Bikes will roll on at 

our Trike- A – Thon for St. Jude.  The FPDS 

campus will be decorated with flags and a 

lemonade stand.  There is even a carwash that 

Ms. Cyndi and Mr. Doug created to add to the 

excitement. 

The adventures of April for the Day School are 

filled with fun, spiritual development, and 

service to others.    



"Thank the Bus Driver Day" was a tribute to our Bus 

Drivers on March 3rd.  We wanted to acknowledge 

our drivers excellent skills and contribution they give 

to Farmington Presbyterian Day School. They 

transport our children with the upmost care and 

concern for their safety.  The Before and After Care 

students made thank you notes for Mr. Hal, Mr. Don, 

Mr. Doug, and Ms. Gretchen. 

Ms. Susan Ossorio, our 3 yr. old After Care teacher, 

created the beautiful painting of Farmington 

Presbyterian Church which is located in the school 

office.  She is holding a notecard with the same design 

that we will use to express appreciation and 

encouragement to our staff and families.  

Madisen Hand is a new Assistant Teacher in Ms. 

Lauren's  Part Time 3yr.old class. After her first day, 

she commented. " I just love being with the kids.  They 

are so fun!" 

Cop 

Stop 

April 20  

6pm—8:30pm 

in the Fellowship Hall.   
Farmington Church & Day School will sit 

down to eat One & Only Barbeque with 

those who serve our community.  

(More information on page 11.) 



April 8, 2017 Community Holy Week Worship Service, 

 The Women’s View of Christ and the Cross 

  12 noon—2 pm @ New Bethel  

  Missionary Baptist Church 

  Rev. Luter preaching as Pilate’s Wife 

April 9, 2017 Palm Sunday 

  9:30 am Sunday School 

  11:00 am Service of Worship 

April 13, 2017 Maundy Thursday 

  6:00 pm Meal of Soup and Bread 

  7:00 pm Service of Tenebrae and  

 Communion 

April 14, 2017 Good Friday 

  5:00 pm Service of Worship 

April 15, 2017 Holy Saturday 

  10:00 am Easter Egg Hunt 

April 16, 2017 Easter 

  7:00 am Sunrise Service led by the Youth  

  7:45 am Breakfast @ Perkins 

 No Sunday School 

 11:00 am Service of Worship 

 

Presbytery 

Thank you to all who helped host the Winter 

Stated Meeting of Presbytery at Farmington!  The 

warmth and hospitality of the Farmington family 

was felt by all.  In addition to welcoming five 

new pastors to the Presbytery, the commissioners 

considered and voted in the affirmative for all  

changes to the Book of Order proposed by the 

222nd General Assembly. 

 

Farmington elder Kirstin King was installed as 

the Moderator of the Presbytery of the Mid-

South.  Congratulations KK! 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 



 

Christian Education 
Buy Stock in Youth Summer 2017 

Youth Retreat Fundraiser 

The cost of Summer Retreats is divided into 3. 

The Youth pay a third, they help to raise a third, 

and the Farmington Youth fund pays for the final 

third.  Please help us send our students on an 

amazing summer of growth in Christ. 

July 16-22 Farmington High School Youth will 

be attending the Montreat Youth Conference.   

Surrounded by the beautiful mountains and the 

incredible fellowship with Presbyterian youth 

from all over the United States, students 

experience the love of God and the freedom of 

Christ in new and life changing ways.  This 

summer the senior high group will return to this 

beloved “thin place” where the Spirit of God 

seems closer and more accessible than in our 

busy homes. The cost to the student attending is 

$350. 

July 24-28 Farmington Middle School Youth 

will be attending Memphis Youth Mission, 

downtown.   

This is an opportunity for Middle School students 

to be a part of multiple ministries in the Memphis 

area.  Each day we will serve a local need and 

return to First Presbyterian Church to tell about 

it.  This is a retreat, so students will be required 

to stay with us downtown for the whole week.  

The cost to the student attending is $150. 

We invite you to be a part of our journey by 

investing in the experience. 

While other stock markets go up and down, an 

investment in our youth is an investment in the 

future and offers proven returns. We are offering 

shares of stock in this trip. 

First Tier: $10 You will receive a postcard from 

the youth while they are on retreat and daily blog 

updates via email from Doug Barr.  

Second Tier: $25 You will receive all the perks of 

the first tier plus a Farmington Youth Summer T-

shirt.   

Third Tier: $50 or more You will receive all the 

perks of the first two tiers plus an invitation to an 

exclusive event where the youth tell about their 

journey and experiences.  There will be a photo 

slideshow and great stories to hear.   

Buy truth, and do not sell it, Get wisdom and 

instruction and understanding. Proverbs 23:23 

 

Join us for Youth Summer 2017! 

 We thank you in advance for your support and 

your prayers while we prepare for this unique 

experience.  

Photo from Montreat Youth Conference 2016.   



Vacation Bible 

School  

June 12—16 

9am—12pm 
 

 If you attend 

FPDS Summer Camp 

week 2, you are 

already registered!! 



H 
umility is a response of the character of 

God.  

God has no beginning and no end. God 

is the creator and sustainer of the universe. He 

deserves all of our worship and praise for what 

He has done and continues to do in our life.  

On the other hand, we are humans, created by 

God. And while we are the crowns of God’s 

creation, we are nothing without our Creator 

God.  

Yet so often, we act like we are God. We allow 

our pride to take over and forget that any of our 

strengths or accomplishments would not exist 

without God. The only proper response in light of 

God’s greatness is to respond with humility in 

our interactions with the people around us. 

Jesus is the ultimate example of humility. 

Jesus is the Son of God. And in the beginning, 

Jesus was part of creating the heavens and the 

earth. And as the Son of God, there is nothing in 

Heaven or on earth that isn’t under Jesus’ 

command. Yet Jesus chose to become one of us. 

He was born as a baby and walked among us. He 

developed calloused hands as He worked in a 

carpenter’s shop. The dirt of the road caked His 

feet as He traveled to show love to others. Jesus 

willingly left the majesty and glory of Heaven to 

laugh and cry as He fully became a human. 

Jesus’ ultimate act of humility on Earth was His 

sacrificial death. He could have called down an 

angel army to protect Him, but instead, allowed 

Himself to be wrongly accused and arrested. He 

could have been worshipped with a gold crown 

and royal robes, but instead wore a crown of 

thorns. Jesus deserved praise and adoration, but 

sacrificed Himself for us. 

We live in a world that’s all about putting 

ourselves first. Jesus lived in a world like that 

too. He could have looked out for Himself, called 

10,000 angels to come and rescue Him. But He 

didn’t. Out of His love for us He chose the humble 

route and put us first. It cost Him everything. 

Putting others first will cost you something: your 

time or money. Maybe it will cost you some 

pride. But when we choose to follow Jesus with 

our lives, believing that His death and 

resurrection made it possible for us to be right 

with God, the least we can do is put others first 

even if it’s a bit uncomfortable and cost us 

something. 

We think it’s important, especially at Easter, for 

us to help our kids and families discover more 

about humility–putting others first by giving up 

what you think you deserve.  

Our Memory Verse for April comes from 

Philippians 2:3.  

 

Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t 

do it because you are proud. Instead, be 

humble. Value others more than 

yourselves. (NIrV) Philippians 2:3,  

 

This verse is part of a passage that describes 

Jesus’ humility. Jesus left everything He deserved 

to humble Himself to save us. As we respond to 

Jesus’ love, we can show humility as we love on 

those around us.  

Elementary 



Nursery & Preschool 
“J-E-S-U-S! We love Jesus. He’s the best!” That’s 

what your child will be hearing this month. Jesus 

is the BEST. He is. Thousands of years ago, Jesus 

died for each and every one of us. That means He 

died for you, too. In the midst of all the fun that 

revolves around Easter, try to take some time to 

read the Easter story. I’m not talking about the 

board book version you read to your child 

(although that is a good one). I mean opening 

your Bible to Matthew 26 and reading through 

Matthew 28. Dive into the Word and read about 

how much Jesus loves you. 

PW Spring Gathering 
Will take place this year at Cordova Presbyterian on Saturday, 

April 1 from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm. Keynote speaker will be 

Charlotte Rhodes. Kirsten King will be installed as moderator.  

Palm Crosses 
The making of crosses for Palm Sunday will take place on Friday, 

April 7 in the youth room. If you would like to help, the workshop 

will begin at 9:30am. Then, out to lunch afterwards.  

April Circle Meeting  
The Farmington Presbyterian Women will meet on  Sunday, April 

23 @ 12:30 in the East Room. Chapter eight: According To The 

Other Abrahamic Faiths will be the Bible study lesson.  

Women’s Bake Sale 
The long awaited Women’s bake sale will be happening 

on Wednesday April 5, from Noon-6pm. The Presbyterian 

Women will fund a scholarship to “Send a Kid to Camp” 

at Pinecrest with the proceeds from the bake sale.  

May Luncheon 
The Presbyterian Women will end the year with a 

luncheon on Saturday, May 13 in the fellowship hall. So 

mark your  calendars. More details forth coming as time 

draws near.  



A 
fter nearly 20 years of faithful service through 

a ministry of music at Farmington 

Presbyterian Church we celebrate the 

honorable retirement of Charles W. Billings 

effective March 31, 2017. 

Charles contributed a legacy of inspired worship 

through music and song and through his leadership 

of the chancel choir.  He has nurtured the church 

through times of pastoral transition and brought 

many gifted vocalists and musicians into God’s realm.  

Charles has been a faithful servant and contributed to 

the deepened Christian witness of many members of 

this congregation. 

Charles will be greatly missed as we all have benefitted 

from his gifts and charismatic personality.  Charles has 

transitioned to an assisted-living location for now as he 

focuses on his health and recovery.  

Please join in supporting Charles as he transitions.  A 

trust has been created to honor and support him. If you 

wish to contribute please contact Paul King, 

901.850.8705 (home), 901.233.9049 (cell), 

pairakings@comcast.net.  A retirement celebration will 

be planned at a later date. 

  

20 Years of Service to Farmington 

Charles Billings 

B 
ring your favorite dish to share 

and join us for Palm Sunday 

worship.  We will gather in the 

Fellowship Hall after the service to 

break bread together in celebration of 

the beginning of Holy Week.  Be sure 

to join us throughout the week for 

worship and reflection on the passion 

of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  A schedule 

of services is available on page 4 of 

New Vision. 



How much? 

 $7,715.45 Raised = 26,605 Meals 

How many packages?  

 6 Meals per bag = 4,434 Packages 

 

We arrived at 1pm to set up the Fellowship Hall.  

Bags of rice, soy, dried vegetables, and vitamins 

were staged for our assembly lines.  From 2-4pm 

we scooped and filled, weighed and sealed the 

4,434 bags which were then boxed and loaded 

onto the truck.  Where will they go?  They will 

likely go to a developing country where school 

children will be fed so that they can focus on 

learning rather than hunger.  They may be sent to 

respond to a need for food in an area affected by 

a natural disaster.  We will receive notice of the 

shipment of our meals and will be told the 

whereabouts of their distribution.   

Thank you to Scout Troop 368 for partnering with 

Farmington Presbyterian Church and Day School 

at the packaging event!  Thank you to all who 

donated!  Thank you to all who participated!   

 

66 million primary 
school-age 
children attend 
classes hungry 
across the 
developing world. 

-World Food Programme 



Congregational Care  
10:30 am Monday, Apr. 10 

 
Service 

6:00 pm Monday, Apr. 10 
 

School Board  
5:30 pm Tuesday, Apr. 11 

Property and Grounds 
7:30am Friday, Apr. 14 

 
Christian Education  

12:30 pm Sunday, Apr. 9 
 

Session 
6:00 pm, Monday, Apr. 17 

 
Administration 

6:00pm, Monday, Apr. 24 
 

Worship 
12:30pm, Sunday, Apr. 30 

April 5—Spinach & Chicken Pasta—Adults and Youth conclude our film study on 

Jesus Christ Superstar.  Children gather with Rev. Rebecca Luter exploring  Jesus’ 

journey towards Jerusalem and the cross.    

April 12— NO DINNER—Maundy Thursday Meal and Service on April 13 

April 19—NO DINNER—Cop Stop Meal on Thursday, April 20 

April 26— - Life App Wrap (LAW) is a wrap-up lesson of the children’s Sunday 

School and Chapel virtue of the month.  Join us for a fun evening of adults and 

children learning and laughing together as we study God’s Word to us about 

humility. 

Upcoming Events 

Join us on the Saturday before 

Easter for our annual Easter 

Egg Hunt.  Children will gather 

in the sanctuary to hear the 

Easter story, then they will be 

divided into age groups to 

head outside to hunt eggs.  

Finally we gather in the 

Fellowship Hall for 

refreshments and fellowship.   

Committee Meetings  

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

April 15, 10am—11am 

Cop Stop 

April 20, 6pm—8:30pm 

Almost every call responded to by a firefighter or 

a Police officer is a bad call.  On April 20, we get 

to be one of the few calls with “good news of 

great joy.”  Farmington Presbyterian Church & 

Day School will host a Cop Stop, an opportunity 

to sit, chat, and eat with officers on duty.  We will 

be serving Barbeque from One & Only. RSVP 

forms will be in the church bulletin and 

children’s classrooms. 

Journey of a Lifetime!  

Farmington elder John Hazen has taken to the Appalachian Trail.  

John is pictured here at Fontana Dam.  Over the next several 

months John will be hiking and camping as he takes time out of 

the ordinary routines of life to challenge himself and grow in his 

relationship with God.  We are able to track John and receive 

frequent texts from him when he arrives in populated areas.  If 

you would like to send a note of encouragement to John, please see 

Ruth Johnson or Rev. Rebecca Luter.   



Farmington Presbyterian Church and Day School 
8245 Farmington Blvd. Germantown, TN 38139 

www.Farmingtonpres.org 

If you have content for the  May edition of New Vision, please email  Doug Barr by April  21 at 

Doug@farmingtonpres.org 

Acolyte Schedule 

April 2 Camille Hempel 

April 9 Nicholas Luter 

April 16 Julia Lively 

April 23 Jack Ritchey 

April 30 Meredith Oest 

If your birthday is not listed, please contact 

the church office to be added.  We would 

like to celebrate with you. 

April Birthdays 

Session Members 

Administration – Kirsten King 

Christian Education – Laurinda Ingram 

Clerk – Melanie Oest 

Congregational Care – Susan Bryant 

Fellowship – Mary Shelley Ritchey  

Property and Grounds – Jerry Hosier 

School Board – Charlie Smithers 

Service – Lance Palmer 

Worship – Sandy Wann 

Staff Extensions  

Rev. Rebecca Luter, Pastor, Ext. 3134 

Doug Barr, Director of Christian Education, Ext. 3130 

Cyndi Bevington, Administrative Assistant, Ext. 3131 

Polly Knight, Financial Records Keeper, Ext. 3136 

Linda Turner, Managing Director of Day School, Ext. 3138 

Gretchen Burch, Program Director of Day School, Ext. 3132 

Anthony Jones, Maintenance Technician  

Session Report 

We welcomed Roland Mittag as a member by 

Reaffirmation of Faith.  The baptism of Gavin 

Perkins on April 23rd was approved.  The honorable 

retirement of Charles Billings was affirmed.  The 

engagement of 3 professors of religion from Rhodes 

and/or Memphis Theological Seminary to preach 

during Rev. Luter’s vacation in June was approved.  

A revised Director of Music job description was 

approved.   

The Annual Report for 2016 was received at a 

Congregational Meeting held on March 26.    

2 Bailey Wann 

2 Charlotte Moots 

3 Wendy Korner 

12 Roger Rhodes, Sr. 

13 Jack Ingram 

15 Kasi Wann 

16 Aline Bendall 

20 Gavin Perkins 

22 Maureen (Mo) Smithers 

23 Emily Rhodes 

24 John Perkins 

27 Elizabeth Williams 


