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Rev. Rebecca Luter 

Deepening our Discipleship 

Every year when the Christmas decorations are all boxed up and 

put away, I walk through the house and it looks bare.  Inevitably in 

a few days I readjust, and no major changes are made to our home 

décor.   

 

Will it be the same for our hearts?  We make the journey of Advent 

to prepare for the coming of Christ.  We celebrate Christmas and 

welcome God into our world both when he was born in Bethlehem 

and into our lives today.  Will we pack up and journey away from 

Christmas no different than we arrived?   

As you put away the lights, the ornaments, the  wreaths, and the 

greenery, as you pack away the shepherds and kings, Mary and 

Joseph, the angel and even the baby Jesus, I invite you to reflect and 

consider how this journey to see the Babe lying in a manger will 

shape your path in the coming year.   

 

Will you decide to be more connected with the community of faith  

by enjoying church fellowship gatherings?  Will you decide to be 

more committed to a life of discipleship by participating in worship 

and study?  Will you decide to be more involved in sharing the love 

of Christ by serving others?   

 

Or will you pack away Christmas, look around and see how bare it 

seems, and in a few days adjust making no major changes? 

The Farmington Day School held their annual Christmas Choir Program in the Sanctuary, December 13.  More events 

from the Advent and Christmas Season on the next page! 



Christmas at Farmington Presbyterian 

Lessons & Carols 

The Farmington family gathered to 

hear again the story of the journey to 

Bethlehem and the song of the angels, 

to receive the Good News of the birth of 

Christ, and to celebrate together with a 

beautiful reception following the 

service.   



 Caroling to Al Fister and friends at the 

Gardens of Germantown  

Caroling at the home of Jean Williams 

Carolyn Demaree, Paula Patterson, Stephanie 

Nagel, and Rev. Rebecca Luter enjoyed 

having a Christmas lunch with Frances Ryan. 

Christmas Caroling 

Room in the Inn 

Annual Christmas Pageant 



Season’s Greetings! 

We wanted to share with you a tiny peak into our 

day at Farmington Presbyterian Day School.    

At 8:00am, we see the hustle and bustle of the 

school age children lining up for the bus. Their 

faces filled with wonder as the school day 

begins.  

Day School News 

H 
appy New Year!   January will be bringing 

in a new year and a new way of 

registering at FPDS.  We are so excited to 

be introducing  online registration for the school 

year 2017-18!   Parents will be able to register for 

Preschool and Before & After Care with a few clicks.  

Our current families will register January 17th and 

new families will register January 30th. 

Our web pages will be inviting families to CONNECT 

to our FPDS Circle.  Check out the new Day School 

page at our website. 

www.farmingtonpres.org/day-school 

A Day in the Life of FPDS 

 

http://www.farmingtonpres.org/day-school


By 9:00am, we see the happy faces of the 3's and 

4's pulling mommy and daddy to their respective 

classrooms.  The sound of music coming from the 

classroom, the giggles and laughter filling the air 

as they walk through the halls. Ms. Renee' is 

passing out yummy snacks for all the boys and 

girls!  

10:00am is scheduled with Music, Spanish, 

Chapel, Art and Science.  We are busy watching 

teachers and assistants line up children for their 

respective special areas.  

Playground time is 11:00am!  We see and hear 

the beautiful sounds of children’s' voices 

laughing, their bodies running as fast as their 

little feet will carry them! Slides and playhouses 

are ambushed by little ones.  

12:00pm is time for Lunch! We can hear the 

delight that mommy or daddy has packed a fun 

meal!  Some little ones are going home after a 

busy day of coloring, writing and painting.  

By 1:00pm the school is silent for the naps being 

taken. Teachers and assistants are busy getting 

ready for the next day. 

2:00pm has come and naptime is over. Children 

are gathering their things to go home. Parents 

begin rushing in before the 2:30pm dismissal 

time to wrap their arms around the children they 

have missed today. 

3:00pm is upon us as the school age kids are 

knocking on our doors. Houston Middle, 

Riverdale and Farmington school children fill the 

halls with books, binders, backpacks and water 

bottles! 

At 4:00pm we hear over the walkie-talkie, 

"Dogwood Arriving"!  Mr. Hal and Mr. Don have 

finished driving for the day. All bus riders have 

taken over the Fellowship Hall.  We hear about 

their day and what they liked about it. 

5:00pm and it's time to finish up snacks so the big 

kids can finish up their homework.  Playground 

time is waiting for everyone!  Basketball, four 

square and kickball are the 

games we play. 

The end of the day has come 

at 6:00pm.  The halls are quiet, 

the children and staff have all 

left.  You can hear the faint 

echoes of the children that 

filled the halls from the day 

already finished.  The 

classrooms are silent and still 

once more.    

We will do it all over 

tomorrow!! 

- By Karen Dickenson 



 Enjoys being a kid 

 Learns in purposeful play 

 Interacts in happy, fun, 

classrooms  

 Encourages a love of God 

and love of others 

 Creates a safe space to learn 

and explore the stories of 

God 

 Equips parents, teachers, 

and children with the 

knowledge that all are God's 

beloved children.  

 Loves and nurtures every child 

 Identifies each child's strengths 

 Communicates with weekly 

email 

 Broadens child's critical 

thinking skills 

 Demonstrates positive 

reinforcement  

 Develops relationships with 

teachers and other parents 

 Observes how their child's 

knowledge expands 

 Watches child's self-confidence 

growing  

20172017--18 Preschool18 Preschool  

Register Online!Register Online!  

Current Students: January 17 

Incoming  Students: January 30 

www. farmingtonpres.org 

http://www.farmingtonpres.org


S 
ave the Date! March 26th!  We will 

be, once again, raising money and 

hosting our own meal-packaging 

event.  Meal-packaging is an immensely 

fun, hands-on and rewarding experience 

for anyone Kindergarten and older.  

Special activities will be held for 

preschoolers, too.  Mark your calendar 

now and plan to participate in packaging 

life-saving meals for some of the world’s 

most vulnerable people. 

Tapestry Leadership Training 

January 27 & 28 

A leadership training event for 

people of the Presbytery of St. 

Andrews and the Presbytery of 

the Mid-South featuring Rev. 

William J. Carl, III as the Keynote 

speaker.  Pastors and speakers 

from all over our presbytery will 

be leading workshops on a variety 

of topics including: Contemplative 

Prayer, Small Church Choir, 

Discipleship in the Gospels,  and 

Memphis Youth Ministry.  Bonnie Blair of Farmington 

will be leading a workshop on Presbyterian Women 

Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow.  Registration forms 

are available now in the church office. 

Farmington’s Newest Bus Driver 

 

D 
id you know that the steering knuckle on the 

tie rod are secured with castle nuts locked 

by cotter pins? If you are wondering why 

you would need that information, you have joined 

the club of Commercial Drivers who have passed 

their exams.  A multiple choice General Knowledge 

Test, Pre-Trip Inspection Test, Skills Test, and Road 

Test not to mention a Department of Transportation 

medical card are all required to transport children 

in the Farmington Buses.  Doug Barr passed his final 

exams December 16 and received his Commercial 

Drivers License.  He joins the ranks of Hal Schneider, 

Don Rossman, and Gretchen Burch as tested and 

licensed bus drivers for Farmington Presbyterian 

Church & Day School. 

T 
here’s room at the table for YOU!   

The Farmington Family is growing, 

and it is important to us all that we 

continue to know one another well.  We 

connect and relationships are 

strengthened  as we eat and fellowship 

together.  We already have 4 groups of 8 

and would love to have more!  Sign up in 

the church office. 



K 
nowledge is a response to the character 

of God.     

When kids turn about four years old they 

start asking, “Why?” It’s like suddenly a switch 

flips and they begin to string together their 

questions in an attempt to understand everything 

around them. And this continues throughout life. 

Watch an eight-year-old for very long and you 

can become convinced that everyone is wired 

with a natural curiosity to discover what we 

don’t know and go where we haven’t been. 

God designed people in such a unique way—

different from the rest of creation—to pursue 

finding the answers to life’s hidden secrets. The 

very fact that we naturally pursue knowledge is 

proof that there is a God. It’s actually genius that 

God would make us in such a way that we are 

always discovering, wondering, exploring, 

innovating, improving, and solving. He wants us 

to pursue knowing more, because He wants us to 

know Him more. 

The most important thing you can do for young 

kids is to invite them into the story about a really 

big God. It’s a story that will always be bigger 

than they can explain or imagine, but God invites 

them to spend a lifetime discovering who He is 

and how He loves them. 

Jesus helps us know God better. 

If you want to know who God is and how God 

loves, look to Jesus. When Jesus stepped foot onto 

the planet, God was once and for all with us. John 

writes this about Jesus, The Word became a 

human being. He made his home with us. We 

have seen his glory. It is the glory of the One and 

Only, who came from the Father. And the Word 

was full of grace and truth. (John 1:14, NIrV) As 

we dig deeper into the story of Jesus, we discover 

more about how God desires a relationship with 

us and invites us to help Him spread the message 

of Jesus throughout the world. To do that, we 

need to know God through Jesus. 

That’s why we think it’s important for us to help 

our kids and families discover more about 

knowledge—discovering something new so you 

can be better at whatever you do. We want kids 

to know that God is real, God made them and all 

things. We hope they leave this month believing 

that when they discover something new about 

God, they are learning the best way to win at life. 

Our Memory Verse for January comes from 

Psalm 119:105. 

In Psalm 119:105, we read, Your word is like a 

lamp that shows me the way. It is like a light that 

guides me. (NIrV) When we dig into God’s word, 

we start to know how God wants us to live. God’s 

words act like a lamp that shows us the next 

steps to take on our journey through life. God’s 

word points the way towards a growing 

relationship with Jesus. 

We will spend the month of January taking a 

closer look at the way knowledge shows up 

throughout the Gospels. 

Elementary 



Confirmation Schedule  

Jan. 8 - Who wrote the Bible? (Scripture) 

Jan. 15 - Who is Jesus? (Trinity) 

Jan. 15—Escape Room (5:30pm) 

Jan 20 - Temple Israel (5:40pm) 

Jan 22 - Why does church matter? 

Jan. 28 - Our Lady of Perpetual Help (4:30pm) 

Jan 29 - What about Bad?  

Feb. 4—Youth Host Room In The Inn 

Feb. 5 - Can’t we all just get along? (Diversity 

in Faith) 

Feb. 8—Islamic Community Center (TBA) 

Feb. 12 - Who made all this up? (History of 

the Church) 

Feb. 19 – What do I believe? (Faith) 

Feb. 24-26—Presbyterian Youth Connection 

Retreat (Pinecrest) 

W 
hen I was in junior high I went 

through Confirmation in the Catholic 

church.  We explored the beliefs of the 

Christian faith, the Sacraments, and memorized 

prayers and passages of Scripture.  There were 

weeks of lectures, Bible studies, and worship 

preparations that “welcomed” us into the faith. 

Trouble is, I can’t recall a single lesson!  Little 

changed in my faith until after college when I 

discovered the differences between what I was 

raised understanding and what others believed 

about Jesus.  That was when it became personal, 

life changing, and a vocation.   

Knowing the alternative teaches us more about 

our faith than the facts about our denomination. 

The more I have learned about Jesus through the 

eyes of other people, the more profound His work 

has become for me.   

As we enter the season of Confirmation with our 

youth group, I want to invite the church to join us 

on an exploration of different faiths and 

practices.  We have scheduled visits and tours 

with Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church, 

Temple Israel, and the Islamic Community Center 

during Confirmation.  Transportation from 

Farmington will be available to anyone that 

wants to join us.  Don’t miss this opportunity to 

grow in your understanding of faith by observing 

the practices of others.   

If your student will take part in this years 

Confirmation course, please contact Doug Barr at 

doug@farmingtonpres.org.   

Confirmation 

PYC RETREAT—February 24—26 

Why does our faith really matter? When we 

pass through the waters, and, admit it, we all 

pass through some rough waters, God is with 

us.  

Let’s take a look at how we are anchored in 

Christ.   

$110/person.  

mailto:doug@farmingtonpres.org?subject=New%20Vision


Dinner Offerings: 

Jan. 11—Pizza 

Jan.  18—Taco Bar 

Jan.  25—Rosemary 

Chicken 

Upcoming Farmington Events 

Kick off 2017 by working along side some amazing 

servants to feed the needs around us.   This is the 

first of many opportunities to be the face of Christ 

in the community with the Farmington Family.  

We need 8 people including children to serve at 

the First Presbyterian soup Kitchen. Contact the 

church office if you will be able to attend. 

Serve at the Soup Kitchen 

January 1, 2017 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

J 
esus taught us that when we pray, there is 

a pattern we follow.  What does that 

pattern teach us about our relationship to 

God and how we live our lives?  Join in the 

discussion let by Rev. Rebecca on  4 Wednesday 

nights this winter following dinner (6:30-7:00). 

 January 18 – “Hallowed be thy name…” – 

Holiness refers to the proper distance between 

God and us.  What does it mean to keep the 

Sabbath day holy, to approach God, to pray in 

Jesus’ name?   

 February 1 – “Thy Kingdom come, thy 

Will be done” – Jesus told many parables to 

describe the Kingdom of God.  What does God 

envision and hope for our world, and how are 

we engaged in bringing God’s vision to reality?   

 February 8 – “Give us this day our daily 

bread” – God created us to be dependent.  It is 

God who has sustained us, sustains us now, and 

will sustain us.  We recognize that God has 

created us to be dependent upon others and 

upon nature and for them to be dependent upon 

us.  How is God answering this prayer? 

 February 15 – “Forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.” – Jesus 

told a parable about an unforgiving servant.  

What do we learn from the parable?  How does 

your understanding of sin and evil influence 

your relationship to others and to God? 

Quiz Time Game Show Challenge 

January 11 

The elementary class is exploring the virtue of 

KNOWLEDGE. We will put what we know to the 

test in our first Mid–Week Meal of the new year.  

Join us for a family game of trivia, January 11 

after dinner. 

Life App Wrap 

January 25 

After a month of study, we will wrap it up our 

discussion of KNOWLEDGE with a family 

production where the children teach the adults 

what they have learned. 

Bring a dish to share January 8 and gather in the 

Fellowship Hall for a feast after Worship.  Potluck 

Sundays are back.! 

Potluck 

January 8, 2017 



Creative Team 
5:30pm Wednesday, Jan 4 

 
Congregational Care  

10:00 am Monday, Jan. 9 
 

Service 
6:00 pm Monday, Jan. 9 

 
School Board  

5:30 pm Thursday, Jan12 
 

Property and Grounds 
7:30am Friday, Jan. 13 

 

Congregational Meeting 
12:00pm Sunday, Jan. 15 

 
Christian Education  

12:30 pm Sunday, Jan. 15 
 

Worship 
12:30pm, Sunday, Jan. 15 

 
Session 

6:00 pm, Monday, Jan. 16 
 

Administration 
6:00pm, Monday, Jan. 23 

 

Committee Meetings  

Boxing of the Greens 

January 7, 2017 

After all the hustle and bustle of the Christmas Season, 

it is time to "Box the Greens".  Please join us on January 

7th, 9:00 am, as we say farewell to 2016.  Coffee, hot 

chocolate and doughnuts will be available.   

Farmington Men will also take down the Outdoor 

nativity.  Property and Grounds may have a short 

meeting afterward. 

F 
armington Presbyterian Women 

January Circle Meeting will be 

Sunday, January 22@ 12:30 in the 

East Room. Chapter five: According to 

Paul will be the Bible study lesson to start 

off the new year.  Come join us on this 

journey to expand our understanding of 

who Jesus was and is.   

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart is the 

message as we celebrate the Gifts of 

Women Sunday on March 5, 2017.  We 

will be encouraged to live with an 

“attitude of gratitude.” Please mark your 

calendar to attend this special worship 

service. 

All FPC members and friends are invited to 

an After-Holiday Party on Saturday evening, 

January 28th at Halle Plantation Club 

House.  The children’s party will be at the 

church beginning at 5:30pm with pizza, a 

movie, and plenty of fun!  

Of course, there will be entertainment that 

you will not want to miss.  So, mark your 

calendar and prepare to have a great time! 

Session Report 

 In December we welcomed 4 new members into the 

Farmington family:  Catherine Johnson, Cooper and 

Kay Patterson, and Darlis Scobey. 

The 2017 Church Budget has been adopted.   

A congregational meeting has been called for January 

15th following worship for 2 purposes: 

 To hear and act on the report of the 2016 

Nominating Committee to replace Jinney Hart as 

the church member representative to School 

Board with Rachel Barr.  Jinney has agreed to 

serve on the School Board as the Service 

Committee Representative.   

 To elect the 2017 Elder Nominating Committee. 

Annual Winter Party 

Saturday, January 28, 2017, 6:00pm 



Farmington Presbyterian Church and Day School 
8245 Farmington Blvd. Germantown, TN 38139 

www.Farmingtonpres.org 

If you have content for the  February edition of New Vision, please email  

Doug Barr no later than January  23 at Doug@farmingtonpres.org 

Acolyte Schedule 

January 1 Nicholas Luter 

January 8 Julia Lively 

January 15 Jack Ritchey 

January  22 Meredith Oest 

January 29 Ethan Simpson 

If your birthday is not listed, please contact 

the church office to be added.  We would 

like to celebrate with you. 

January Birthdays 

Session Members 

Administration – Kirsten King 

Christian Education – Laurinda Ingram 

Clerk – Melanie Oest 

Congregational Care – Susan Bryant 

Fellowship – Mary Shelley Ritchey  

Property and Grounds – Jerry Hosier 

School Board – Charlie Smithers 

Service – Lance Palmer 

Worship – Sandy Wann 

Staff Extensions  

Rev. Rebecca Luter, Pastor, Ext. 23 

Doug Barr, Director of Christian Education, Ext. 29 

Cyndi Bevington, Administrative Assistant, Ext. 21 

Carolyn Demaree, Interim Bookkeeper, Ext. 22 

Linda Turner, Managing Director of Day School, Ext. 24 

Gretchen Burch, Program Director of Day School, Ext. 28 

Anthony Jones, Maintenance Technician  

2 Jennifer Young 

5 Elizabeth Dia 

6 Vanessa Howard 

6 Karen Dickinson 

8 Doug Barr 

10 Ethan Simpson 

13 Bettye Lucas 

13 Gail Lail 

15 Linda Bourassa 

16 Rebecca Hutchins 

18 Ed Patterson 

20 Frances Ryan 

22 Tim Ogburn 

23 Renee Canter 

23 Thomas Nagel, Jr. 

24 Vickie Schneider 

24 Colette Hubbard 

27 Karen Smaili 

29 Jon Still 

29 Kristie Lively 


